7 live ‘been both appro- 
i eemly, 
piifger «wheal procurement 
mM mother here nor there. 
mon {ONNES Of EX OulpUl, 
itive beyn altogether odd if 
mi tnd stayed put at last 
aA still more relevant ques- 
it the price at which the 
mt bs been wncdertuken. 
hacyana and Utliy Pra- 
Petaree Stutes whiere procure 
me have soaured—procure- 
Been at prices Way above the 
i prices. It is being freely 
Mt hye tarmers and traders 
i What at Rs. 50-55 per 
fon the small peasants, and 
Wd the grain wo the Food 
Mm Of India at prices ranging 
RS. 76 and Ks. 81, Under 
minaminces, it woulil have 
fe tot to sell to the Govern- 


ment Ol these high prices 
tenes directly telt now, 
wee i illic issue prices of 
Wi imported wheat were 


yi ous prices would have 


muier, ‘This is «he most 
ey of the so-called wheat 
Polliwit the “revolution”, 
it price of wheat has further 
mrs and |, costs easily 50 
moe 1 prodiiwe wheal in 
Py thant impenrt it. 
Wen our aesthetic standards, 
mity ii issuing a stamp to 
ie PE Sequitiir Of a Tewolu- 
mui a new depth. Despite 
it, even this year, at least 
Pal the wheat that will be 
Miioh the public  distribu- 
Be will consist of imports. 
B rerolution, the prives will 
mile tie issue of the stantp, 
Mm famine atid starvation 
Elite parts of the country. 
WOU ure; g Govertiment 
Bliite to show in the way 
fem will inake a mountain 
Bile molehiil, kt can only 
Peeniuiickry,. 1 is as i a 
Himiic Tolntions officers have 
Pie toak of aAdmimste ning 
fii this vast, complex 
Afevehition a day can keep 
Whit for how long 2 


* 
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Strikes 


In several States Government ¢m- 
ployees are on the witrpath, 'demand- 
ing dearness allowance at Central 
Government rates. while Central Goy- 
eminent eniployces themselves are de- 
manding a need-based ware, The 
strike of non-girzetted stall in Bihar 
and Madhya Pradesh has spread, and 
in Bihar teachers are restless. UP. 
may follow suit. West Bengal State 
Electricity Board workers threaten ac- 
tion, The argument that there is little 
nioney in the Kitty does not go home 
When there is Conspictious spending and 
when no attempt is mate to equalise 
disparities. The recent osteritation 
at Chandripura during a brietk 
visit by th Prime Mitister — 
the DVC, m bad straits most of 
the time, is reported to have spent 
at Jeast Rs. 5 Iakhs for the occasion 
—will not boost the morale of the 
Bihiwris. 

Among the many hazards strikers 
have to face is’ propaganda. 1) is a 
pity that the plight of patients in Patna 
hospitals has helped to create the im- 
pression that the strikers are callous, 
But if the hospite) story were not 
there, saboteurs out to distupt essen- 
tial supples would have been invented 
overmeht Railway ‘firemen have 
been accused of holding up rice sug- 
plics. fo poor Kerala. The Centre's 
solicitude for Kerala and some other 
UF Governments which were ditched 
is Tammo@us,' but 4 KNeralan on very short 
aid expensive rations at the moment 
may have a short memery and blame 
the firemen for his hardship. All 
this points to the need for continuous 
political education. 

It is too early to tell Whether the 
Central Government eniployees 
will strike. Trade union leaders in 
Delhi have been knOwn (oO funk al 
the Jast moment, But the Govern- 
ment may leave the employees with no 
other option. Taking advantage of 
the disillusionment consequent on the 
UF GovemmentS fatlire to deliver 
the poods in marty States. it has itself 
helped to raise the prices of many ‘es- 
stmtial commodities with inipunity. 
and its spell Of cocksureness ix still 
not over, as politicking purties, oo 
busy with the coming mid-term elec- 
tions, have not vied (a organise any 


novement Upainst speuwilic rises, 

industrial Iabour is looking on, 
angry and timid. In the present situn- 
lion some factory owners are waiting 
for a chatice to declure a lock-out to 
cul their lovses, and the workers, after 
their experience m fhe past few 
months, know that amy precipitate ac- 
tion, without imtense preparation, will 
be playing into their bards. Talking 
lough is nol enougl, 

Government employees have a 
sceming advantage over industrial 
workers. * The Government—whal a 
pitv!'—cannot Jock itself oul. Action 
by large numbers of its omployees 
has a direct impact on public attention 
aint utilities, while a strike in o large 
textile factory, for exampic, can be 
instilated front the general public for 
quite a time. But the extent ef eco- 
nomic deprivation is ‘becoming so 
wide thal a points being approached 
where both mdusimal Wwerkers and 
white-collar employees nvay be forced 
to co-ordinate their action, (o-ordina= 
lion with the peasant movements that 
are breaking out here and there suill 
scems a tall order, 


Liberated Areas 


As the Paris talks dragon, reports 
OF massive “infiltration” by North Viel- 
namese regulars: into the South multi 
ply and this 1s made to justify heavy 
rails by B-52 bombers. The fact is 
thar the Vietcong, alter the Tet and 
subsequent -offensives, have been able 
to. berate innumerable “strategic” 
hamlets and villages, ensuring them 
selves. a steady supply of workers, 
fighters and produce. The people in 
many liberated «aréas have elected 
people's liberation committees at vil- 
lage and hamlet level. Such elections 
have been completed in the liberated 
areas in Chau Thaunh, Gia Rai, Cai 
Nuoc, Nam Can, Thai Bmbh, Song Doe 
und Dan Doi districis. Since the 
beginning Of this year, thousands of 
young people un the provinees of the 
Meking delta have joined the People’s 
Liberation Armed Forces and gone 
to the front line. In three months, 
more than 4,500 young people joined 
the PLAF in Ben Tre provinee.. Three 
hundred teachers and students mi the 
cities of Bett Tre, My Tho and Cao 
Lanh went over ta the Wherated arcas 














und joimed we urmy Uiere. Tete 
Were phany cuses Of Laincr afd son 
joining up at ihe same time. ‘Dose 
remaiing im the villages or damiets 
are now in the @uerilla lores which 
bave been grown considerably. 

Broad sections of Uie young have 
joinea youlig brigades, in 
Hebruary and March, more than 4,Q00 
young people in Chau Thanh, Long 
My and Phony Hiep districts of Can 
Tho prevince WOK part um Wie work 
ol suppovling the [ront. More. than 
500 young. men and women of Bind 
Phuoe distinct, Long An province, 
joined the civilian work corps lof 
long-term service WW Support OF thie 
front. heir motta is, “everything 
for the front, everyLaimg Lor tie defeat 
of the cneniy. 

Peasunis m the liberated. ‘areas ol 
My Tho province have stirted an emu- 
lation campaign in public gram deil- 
very far }¥60. Many peasant house- 
holds have delivered their quota ol pub- 
lic grain Jor even [769, In their cilorls 
ta develop production the peasants 
the liberdted areas in Long “Vm pro- 
vince have dug a total of about one 
hundred siiall U4is agditis! sed water 
this year and transformed 6,000 hec- 
tates of single-crop fields into: double- 
crop ‘iclds, 

lt is in yiew of these impressive 
developments i South Viectham that 
the Hanoi daily NAan Dan said that 
the Suigon puppet administration is 
like an empty gunny bag which the 
U.S. has tried in viii to minke stand 
on ils own. The ‘destruction oj 
“strategic hamlets’ und the crushing 
of ihe puppet maciine of centrol al 
the grasstGots level has broken the 
puppet wadnufistra- 


Its poliical failure ts a@iso seen 


SuUCh 


backbone of Lhe 
tlesae 
in Hs uller isolation, and the growing 
prestige Gl ine South Viemam! Nahon- 
al Front for Liberation and the emer 
gence of the Vietuum Alliance of 
Nationul Democratic and Peace 
Forces; ten) of Wilos¢ leaders have been 
senlenced to death m absent. 
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De Gaulle’s Decision 


Less than six wetks before M 
Couve de Murville replaced M. foni- 
pidau as Prime Minister of brance, 
General de Gaulle had aectared that 
he would wot change the Prime Minis- 
ter “whose walle, SOliuity,  cCupacily 
ucserves the homage 
What the General refused to do at) the 
height of the Prench cnsis was ¢vicent- 
ly found desivable ailer onder had 
been restored. Lhe change is particu- 
larly intriguing in ine context of M. 
Pompous hundling al the crisis and 
ihe inipressive vote Ol confidence tal 
he, mo less than the General, received 
in Lhe elections, The Prime Minister had 
faithtully carried out the Presidents 
policies and held the country logethel 
when much ol it rebelled against 
Lagse policies, Yot the General appa- 
renily believes inat he now needs @ 
different Prime Mitister to give eifect 
to new policies. The social and eci- 
nomic reforms that the General wishes 
to introduce are by no means unac- 
ceplible to: M. Pompidou, but Lhe Lat- 
ter perhaps woukk haye prelerred 
niethods diferant from those lhe Ire- 
sidenmt imtends {o adopt. 

lt is diificul: to see M. Couve de 
Murville as the man most periectly 
alluned to the tasks prescribed by the 
General. The cool, reserved and 
polished diplomat, with his upper- 
cluss Protestant backaround, does not 
scom the kind of man who would 
respond with warmth and energy to 
the General's programme of reforms 
or slogan Of “participation”. But the 
General probably counts upon one 
neealive Virlue Of the man; the lormer 
Foreign Minister and lately Finance 
Ministoer will not show his. personal 
lechings even when he disagrees or 
strongly disapproves; he will be an 
instrument totally at the General's dis- 
posal, M, Pompidou has been and will 
surely remain perfectly loyal, but he 
is noi quite so: good at effacing his 
own personality; mp fact, his loyalty, 
it appears, has not prevented him fro. 
expressing occasional doubt and dis- 
agreement. 

This does not mean that General de 
(jaulle bas lost faith in the man who 
has served him so well. M Pompidou 
remains his chosen suceessor; indeed, 
successor, 


of Cveyy Ole 


Wnitss the General hime 
stay On, no other candey 
M Porapidou ina President 
ul, befure any such cleciog 
ler probably hopes lo coi 
doubting follower that (the ia 
been unwurranted; M Poni 
ihen come to recogaize Dury 
ral had been right all alone ii 
thus be better able to cum 
grand tradition, Or perhaps 
ral is simply guarditig avait 
ble failure of his 4ointed 
gramme; he cannot be Wille 
lew but the more futiatieh yy 
support the “participation” pil 
entirew. If the scheme | 
would be another crisis, | 
er than the last. At thal mim 
General could turn w M Re 
who would be unscathed @& 
hope both for Gaull wd 
of the Gaullist vision. : 


Sabah 


The issue over which the Mik 
broke of diplomatic 
Malaysia in (963 Wi 
revived. Obviously restora 
lomatic relations in 1966 cH 
remove the bone of comm 
sata, 

In March this year 9 al 
Cerregiddr, a lithe island atiy 
ar the Manila Bay, got i 
in the world ress. For, a ayy 
the myuliny “revealed” the ie 
Pinlippine authoritics wend 
soldiers for the purpose ong 
sabah, now part of the Mali 
deration. President Marcos 9 
explained that the comninanili 
beine wained. not for invastim 
tration but for counter-itisiim 
ease (oreien Conmuniunists ala 
Pinlippines. But the “revels 
enough to spark oll a hyperdiil 
chipaign in the Malaysian We 
Kuala Lumpur these days Gg 
the solemn ipedge of fiphulye 
last drop of blood against ai 
vader. And strangely enough 
which denied that the mutiyal 
regider liad anything to do @ 
“liberation” of Sabah: has sii 
ped wp the campalen lor tanith 
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Bue? Irilting Cam was mot Another potential of Sabah has 

: litely been <discovered. Dispute 
ed territory ys the 30,000 over Sabah might. indeed offer rich 
fe Hortheastern tip of political dividends, President Maca: For all yotir requiremetits of Agrical- 






























ney = em | 
Mike present dispute can pagal of the Philippines had revived 
“ict ack to carly (8th century the Filipino claim to: Sabah as an clec- tural Pumping Sets 
f ithe - Bai. , -| - ; = j — carey a1 =) + 
| Bilan of Sulu claimed to tion strategy, And the trick paid off. 
c ue Bived that territory from Now with the Filipmo Presidential COMMact <= 
“ay 7 Mii Sultan of Brunei, election a few months away the Sabah 
3s te mee exists no  docu- isste has again been dragged from 


ain m eect Then in 1877 the cold storage: At # time when Huk 
| . mae YOR Overbeck pur, insurgents control central Luzon, when 


diate ea of ihe British North poverty. corruption and widespread Rungta Agencies Private 


(hawaii 4 ; ; en" 
al (Ga RMpAny the lerriiory irom <rime are driving larger and large) 


han runel, To make their numbers of people against the Govern- aebat | 
piiet Yon Overbeck also ment, jingoistic frenzy over Subah Limited 
my ie Sultan of Sulu, om the may serve a useful purpose, More- 
Pa sum, 2 document grant- over, since Suharto’s Indonesia has 


" 

Lailes 
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nie 


1 Pome milory in perpetuity, Now veered round te back the Malaysian 
| ace mn tintims to inherit the claim, Filipino super-patriots can also 


axutan of Sulu (descended raise the bogey of Muslim  encircle- Distributors for 
witien atid American colo- ment of the Philippines. os 
be days that the oTrant was RUSTON diesel cman “nd VILLIERS 


va Foe ae 


enary lease, So sovereignty Malaysian nilers are no infocent 
eon, they claim, cannol kids either. Tunku Abdul Rahman is  Ctrol/Kerosene oil engine driven 
MM iysik, the successor of a past master in inventing foreisn peril 

| th Borneo Company, at the time of elections, And election PUINpINE Scts 
he POUR Pic Philippines, lime is again drawing near. When 


4 "a _ General Suharto moved into the Pre- 
- ae B points m the tack of  sitiential chair, the bogey of Indonesi- 
rol Wy evidence to support an aggression had to be buried. Stories e 
(OG ck iit the Sultan of Sulu of Chinese subversion also are not 
ca Mithe cession of Sabah from likely to wash, In such a bleak situa- 


Se Brunei. Moreover the tion “news” of Filipino subversion in Resistered Offve | 
imasters of the Philip- Sabah comes in very handy. Howéver | 

Mitiexcd the territories of strange it may seem, the Philippine- 4. Jatin Bagchi Road, Caleutta-29 

. MP Sulu, surrendered their Malaysian dispute over Sabah serves ‘ 

‘nate va pan Borneo by the Madrid no one’s purpose better than those of 

“ine me with the British in Messers Tunku and Marcos. *; 
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View fram Delhi 


Price Of Dual Satellitism 


PROAT oN 


YiEW Delhi’s reaction to the 

~" Soviet decision on arms flor 
Pakistan was like that of a jilted spms- 
ier wallowing in sloppy sentimentalism 
and-sel@pity. Tho story was planted on 
tree hand-picked correspondents to 
build up public opinion against the 
deal and it was meticulously timed for 
President Zakir Husain's. take-off for 
Moscow, Thereafter, as isual, the 
Official spokesman maintained that he 
knew nothing about the Soviet deci- 
sion 

There was something unedifying 
and clumsy about New Delhi's attempt 
© build up opinion against the deal, 
As clumsy as its attempts to keep 
hack from the country the fact that the 
Soviet Union has been helping it to 
build up a terrific arsenal—Sukhai-7 
fighter-bombers. sophisticated tanks, 
missiles and guns. subniarines, all in 
addition to what was already coming 
and the MiGs. Seviet requests for sub- 
merine bases. in the Indian Ocean 
were being heard with greal sympathy 
in New Delhi onee 

At the time of writing this despatch, 
the only “official” reaction to the 
development was the Prime Minister's 
statement. Everything else has to awatt 
the President’s return and the Parha- 
ment session on July 22. 

Non-official reactions have been 
weird. The Moscow-lining Press seems 
to have gone beyond iis brief, The 
decision is. only in principle. the sup- 
plies would only be token and it would 
lareely be defensive equipment tke 
eround-tO-air missiles! Its veason for 
ungers the “pre-U.S, lobby” js -utilis- 
ing the occasion to rally forces against 
Mrs Gandhi, The Right Communist 
reaction is little different from that of 
the Jana Sanghi jmeotsts. The CPI's 
exception to Sovict wurms supply to 
Pakistan would have made sense if it 
had condemned outright the Soviet 
game of setting off India and Pakistan 
an an arms race. Soviet mediation at 
Tashkent was followed by stepped up 
military aid to India and if Mr Kosy- 


a 


POLITICAL 


L_ ORRESPONDENT 


gin meant peace on the sub-continent, 
it could only be construed that he also 
wants a permanent Asian confronta- 
tion between India and Chine: 
When Moscow jettisoned class 
struggle to replace it by coki war. non- 
alignment ceased to be a charlatan 
doctrine and was respectable enough 
in the eyes of every Soviet Prime 
Minister alter Stalin. Inclta had a lever- 
age over the two Super-Powers, almost 
to the pormt of blackmailing them lo 
part with all the aid she needed. But 
with the Super-Power interests con- 
verging on India, non-alignment lias 
degenerated into doa! satellitism. 


The tension in West Asia is easing 
and the Soviet Union would like the 
tension to ease in South Asia. Very 
soon there will be Soviet arms dumps 
in West Asia and South Asia and all 
of them interchangeable like the 
CENTO arms. <A Pakistani multtary 
delegation is reported to be visiting 
Iran to study the Soviel equipment 
supplied to Iran, for a let-n the projec- 
ted deliveries to Pakistan, U.S. arms 
came to Pakistan once via Iran, Now 
Soviet arms would come via Turkey 
or Iran even if the Sovicts back ont, on 
a. formal deal one of these days. 


Soviet calculations in South Asia 
need not prove wholly correct but 
there appears to be a logic to the 
new policy. Stability on the Indian 
sub-continent demands an early settle- 
ment of the Kashmir dispute. If India 
has fo be kent m a permanent state 
of confrontation with China, if should 
be relieved of the problems arising out 
of a permanent threat from Pakistan. 
But even if the two governments on 
the sub-continent want a solution of the 
Kashmir dispufe public opinion tn hoth 
these countries is belligerent. The 
Soviet Union might think that suppliv- 
ing arms to Pakistan might have the 
éffect of pressuting India into 4 more 
reasonable. attitude on Kashmir. But 
this is where the Soviet Union is likely 
o prove wrong. 


—_— iz, 


“Balance” 

The compulsions of Sov 
policy are clear. India has oe 
avainst China. But sine anim 
Kashmir settlement is nota 
kistan would also heave 
to keep the balance hetweg 
countries.. (The old Amerentl 
The Soviet Union fas stariuill 
race on the sub-continent | 
new policy was a) long Time 
If New Delhi had dragged i 
try into believing that the Savi 
was all for India and <déam 
tan, it would have to thank} 
the: niuddle it is in. The Si 
on the Kashmir issue, O0GR 
unrivaled support to (vv 
eradually changed ‘mip 
stiict’ “equidistance.” ‘Tha 
pomt in New Delhi getung 
tal about jt, A clear indicabiil 
shift in the Soviet stand wig 
when Mr Kosygm visited 
last, in April, and told Mr Ci 
SO man words that Prenitle 
Khan was her best Bet ail 
missed the bus now, the Kaghy 
can never be solved, 

By dumping arms on boll 
Pakistan, the Soviet Umon hil 
its “Asian presence’, If Ag 
Asians, you can always stage 
kent. If India and Pakistan 
a ‘settlement, India would be 
and can confront China | 
But once India makes up Will 
Soviet leverage over Indi Wm 
lost. Tnstead its own sani 
with China would be eH 

Mr Kosyein's platitudimoig 
Mrs. Gandhi skirts the (i 
raised by her, Tt might be ang 
ino but then New Delhr cannil 
leng-terny view of things 
term preparation to mec, (ey 
threat (an invasion is fone 
every October but il never oi 
is understandable, But to beg 
for ever. asstiming a stat i 
nent conflict with Chit, Bt 
Delhi's rigidity on the bonny 
with China has not paid ay 
again demands for a mean 
ene with Peking are heard im 
ponsible people: 

How would New Delhi gig 
now? Tf Moscow thinks 1S ote 
lead (o softening on Kashi 
he mistaken. The Prime Mil 
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to the Jana Sangh’s help 
4 frenzied campaign aga- 
ment of the issue, In fact, 
i eall for 4 march on Par- 
Pilly 22 has the clandestine 
Of the Congress and might 
lyupport from the SSP. 
Hii, preoccupied with prob- 
ier own survival in .affice, 
fird i major political crisis 
Punt! the country has had 
fiiee more bumper harvests 
(which is nearly, impossi- 
Pchance of resuming a dia- 
ih Pakistan has been snuffed 
# decision, The timing of 
mye been determined by 
fon relevant from the Soviet 
Hew. But it is difficult for 
tinderstand. 
semembers that the direct 
Massive Sovict arms aid to 
@ certuin belligerency over 
m Now Delhi, it would not 
mic foresee the develop- 
bi clear by now that the 
lH Was HOL very particular 
should sign the non-prolife- 
ty. Wi wanted India to go 
defence budget covering 
Mal weapons which could be 
im the Sovict Union, Now 
Sine more feasen to refuse 
Ddreaty. India’s defence 
mon likely to so up, with 
joined by Pakistan, And 
India would need from 
to keep the balance would 
fineod come from the Soviet 


D ieik 


Hh 
American mission which was 
mui in June had to put off 
minaps anticipating the latest 
bent in Moscow. The _ visit 
mul off further until after 
M has assessed the situation 
in a mood Io look to the 
for arms ance again 
Chinese threat can always 
Oup. if you can't be non- 
Bon have to be aligned to both 
ePowers. Mrs Gandhi's dash 
m to purticipate in the 50th 
Peeicbrations last November 
Siimand perfonnance. Now, 
Mi American safari is re-ar- 
Piichule a brief bat purpose- 
» Washington, it would 

iTprising, 

July 14, 1968. 


The Yahoos 


CHARAN 


R. BENJAMIN Spock and four 

Others have each been. sentenced 
by a Boston judge to a prison term 
of two years and a ‘fine of $5000 for 
inciting American young men to evade 
the draft. In the eye of U.S. law, 
draft-dodging is criminal offence; Dr 
Spock, with all his eminence as the 
foremost child, specialist in the country, 
is therefore guilty of aiding and abet- 
Ung a criminal offence, He is a crimi- 
fal, and has to be looked up. 

From all present indications, the 
ciuzens Of the United States, in. the 
elections next November. are likely to 
supplant Lyndon Johnson by Richard 
Nixon. Much worse things may hap- 
pen then. True, there are any number 
Of brave Americans, conscientious 
Americans, Americans like Dr Spock, 
who are trying desperately to prevent 
the calamity of Nixon as the next 
President,, but. after all, they are in 
a minority. The judgment of the 
Boston court is set all Ukat irrelevant: 
Despite the “Hell, No! We Won't Go” 
slogan reverberaiing: among college 
bays and giths, the bulk of the Ameri- 
can people would seen to frown upon 
those who would prefer to leave Viet- 
ham.to the Vietmamese—or Asia to 
the Asians. A. considerable number 
among them may be weary of the war, 
hut they would not still consider that 
the wanis unjust, or that the Americans 
had no business to go out to Vietnam 
in the first'place, If. they thought so, 
it Woukt then be Bugene MeCarthy— 
and not Nixon.or-Hubert Humphrey 
—who woukl have been the leading 
Presidential candidate during this 
SUMUNIET, 

% s 

Fhe dilemma faced-by men like Dr 
Spock is nor altogether unique, There 
have.been similar-instances in the past 
when individuals have. arraigned them- 
stlyes. against. the rulers of seciety 
and have sullered.in the process. The 
history of human efforts would be al- 
together and if individuals were Jack- 
ing in the courage. loyprotest against 
evils sanctified by socal . cenvention. 
The: thing that has sill fo be. stressed 
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here is that neither American society 
—nor the rest of the world—is perhaps 
quite aware how much of an evil the 
war in Vietnam is. Those amongst us 
who line up for a U.S, grant, or our 
Goverment when il puts in a plea for 
the flow of a couple of billion dollars 
annually from the U.S. admimstration, 
can be only vaguely cognizant of the 
enormity of the horror which Vietnam 
is. A compartmentalization of moral- 
ity usually takes place: Vietnam, the 
argument runs, is not our concern, 
why should we therefore worry about 
it; if an official American grant ad- 
vances my Own educational or profes- 
sional career, let me thank the US. 
Olficials and accept it; similarly, if 
funds funnclled frony the U.S. Govern- 
ment budget would ease our own bud. 
getary problems—for ¢xample, help 
finance the Fourth Plan—why, let us 
ba properly grateful, and ask no que¢s- 
tions about Vietnam. H our littl fa- 
vours. are granted, we shall Keep, quiet 
over Vietnam, we shall not even bother 
to have the intellectual or emotional 
curiosity to enquire about the facts 
in Vietnam. It will not be conveni- 
emt for us 10 learn that what the Ame- 
ricans are perpetrating in.Victnam 
exceeds the bestialities of Hitler, or 
that the strategy of “search and 
destroy” has amounted to an orgy 
of deliberate mass murder and to a 
systematic extermination of villages 
and people. 
% Ps 
[ have before me the issues dated 
March 9 and 16 of the New Yerker 
magazine. An Amotican journalist 
named Jonathan Schell spent several 
weeks during the summer of last. year 
with the U.S, forces in Vietnam, and 
has presented a clinical account of 
what he saw and heard. Let me quote 
him. 

What | saw and heard had to. do 
mostly with the destruction that was 
going on in South Vietnam, but at 
the same time I found that the pecu- 
liar character of the war tended to 
be defined for me. by how the men 
im Gur armed forces reacted to the 
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throneh their bombing. The points 


are awarded as follows: 


various special conditions of the war: 
the Immense disparity in size and 
power between the two adversaries. 
the fact that Americans are fighting 
ten thousand milés from hame. the 
fact that the Vietnamese are an 
Asian and non-industrialised people, 
the fact that we are bombing North 
Vietnam but the North Vietnamese 
are incapable of bombing the Uni- 
ted States, the fact thal our bombing 
in Scuth Vietnam can be met by 
only small-arms fire, the fact that 
it is often impossible for our men 
to distingitish between the enemy 
and friends or neutral civilians, the 
anomalousness and the corruption 
of the Saigon ‘Government, the 
secondary role played by the South 
Vietnamese Army we are suipposed- 
ly assisting, the fact that the enemy 
is fighting a gucrilla war while we 
are fighting a mechanised war and 
finally the overriding fantasiie fact 
that we wre = destroyimg, seemingly 
by advertence, the very country we 
are supposedly protecting, 

Schell describes, in great detail, 
the “search and destroy” missions in 
the provinces of Quang Neai and 
Quang Tin; he saw the results of the 
American bombing, shelling and 
ground activities, in the course of 
which seventy per cent of all the vil- 
lages were destroyed: he also could 
observe at first hand the process of 
destruction ax it unfolded ‘by flying 
in Forward Au Control (F AC.) planes 
which arc used to find = tragets 
for bombing and also to puide Air 
Force planes to targets: From what 
Schell writes with such painstaking 
detail, it becomes obvious that the 
American policy is one of wholesale 
genocide. For morale, American troops 
are taught to sing such soul-raising 
devotionals : 

Strafe the town and kill the people, 

Drop napalm m the square, 

Get out carly every Sunday, 

And catch them st their moming 

prayer. 

Lest it is thought that this song is 
mere hyperbole: Schell mietitions the 
point-count system the FAC pilots 
maintain for K.B.A.s (Killed. by 
Air"). The Americatis are out there 
to lal, and individual pilots ure cre- 
dited with points in accordance with 
the killings they are able to achieve 


Women 
Old 3 
Crippled 3 
Children 3 
Military age | 
pregnant 5 


Men 
Old 3 
Crippled 3 
Children 3 
Military age | 


A neat nofe at tie bottom adds ; 
“Combination of two or more may also 
be counted”. 

The horrendous implication of this 
note sinks in only with a tinie-lag: It 
simply méans that if a pilot can bomb 
and kill a pregnant wonyan, he Is en- 
titled to the highest point-count award 
—five plus one, six. The explanation 
could lic in psycho-somatic perversity, 
but maybe there ts a more ‘pragmatic 
um on the murder of a pregnant 
candidly provides: “When we kill a 
pregnant woman, we count it as fwo 
V.C.—one soldier and one cadet”. 

Such ratings can scarcely be consi- 
dered as examples of bizarre humour, 
for, as Schell narrates, pregnant women 
are getting killed, every day and hour, 
by the indiscriminate bombing. Schell 
offers a minute description of a patti- 
cular incident in the course of one 
bombing mission, Areas to be bomb- 
ed are predetermined by “coordinates”. 
Within the coordmates marked 
out for this bombing raid, 
two church steeples could be noticed. 
(“The churches were surrounded by 
twenty or thirty houses. About half 
of these had stone walls and thatched 
roofs. One thatch-roofed building 
was perhaps fifty feet long and thirty 
fect wide, and appeared to be some 
sort of gathering place. Flower gard- 
ens were tn bloom in front of both 


able stretched back through glades 
of palm treets to rice fields”.) The 
followmg piece of radio conversation 


the ground commander : 


he structures of Worship. Do you 
want them taken out?” 

“Roger”, the ground commander 
replied. “There seems to be 4 
white flag out front there’, Major 
Billings said. 


reason for placing such a high premi- 


woman, which an Air Force Licutenant 


churches. Behind both, plots of vege- 


ensued hetween the pilot in charge and 


“Two of those structures seem to 
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“Yeah, Beats mé¢ what if 
the ground commander ft 
What then follows can oni 

cribed as pure poetry, (ho qi 
destruction. [| hope the Ej 
allow me to quote in full the 


tion of how the great Amcrcimiiy a. 
won the battle of two Tithe % eth th: 
by bombing and strafing (MR c..) 
“O.K,, here goes”, said ii —- 
Then, addressing the F-4 fi Rom th 
said, “Make your passes [if ' Bech 
to north. Ul circle over hoi 5) 1 
west , ours bi 
The Major brought the Rie. . 
a dive, aiming its nose af chu 
and fired 4 phosphorous, "Th: 
Its white smoke rose frome lings 
of trees fifty yards to We Wh 
one church. “Do you ke 7) 
smoke?” he asked the (iS unde 
mander | militia 
“Yeah, I pot you", @ Balin: 
commander said. “I'll mic, 
run and then come in oF 
seven-hundred-and-fitty-pom Rave 
A minute Jater, an Fay 
from the south, diving low Ti. 
churches in a practice Tun. 
pulfed out of its chive, i Bind: 


ward and began to circh: Ga... 
the next pass. A second B DAs 
its dive In the same way) Sealir 
leased its bombs. A tall Ga... 
brown smoke rolled up] Seis 
vegetable garden im back GB tr 
the churches. | BP br 

“That's about a hundrog ve 
off.” Major Billings said - 
you can move if forward.” Bitlin 

“OK. Sorry,” the fight ca. 
der sarc. , 

The third plane ale 
bombs into the Vegetable7 
The first plane, on its secOmi ¢y, 
sent its bombs into rice fig 
sixty yards to one side off 
ches. Three pillars of heowel 
now rose several hundred i 
air, dwarfing the churcheg 
houses. On the second pli hoot 
cond pass, a bomb hit theiwas 
one church  dircctly-—the thm 
with the white flag on the Te 
front. 
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Nhe 
“Oh, that’s nice, baby, ml tr 
Major Billings said. “Yous ri 
those goodies right in there pS 
When the smoke clea Aa 
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Mm gone except for its 
Mich stood by itself, with 
fon top. The white flag still 
Om its pole. Fhe third plane 
Poombs into the mce helds 
mie The first plane fired 
Bon its third pass, and they 
Pi the yegelable garden be- 
‘Mestroyed church, leaving 
i with dozens of small 
ifs, Several of the rockets 
Be text volley hit the other 
BH obliterating its back half 
mane two holes the size of 
Mihe roofs of the front half. 
m five Of the houses around 
ie burst into Hamme. 
i real fine!" said Major 
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fer 1) you want the twenty 
mike?” isked the flight corm- 
e (Twenty mike-mike” is 
fh dang fer 20-mm-cannon 
Ti, which fires a hundred 
We shells per second.) 
gy i right down that line 
heen hitting”, Major Billings 
Ht it right down across 
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nakes 
in Wit 
OUT 
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Ww : : 
: G Poviches, und we'll see if you 
7 na | waits few fires” (Strafing 


M ofltn set a house on fire, 


aa me tambs ¢arely do.) ; 
— poe Of the F-4s made the first 
ton mre, the path of fire cut 
. pUieugh the group of houses 
P the churelics, sparkling for 
7 in of a second with hundreds 
red ili Mt flashes. ie 4 | 
moly, goody! That's right 
10 Pite tine!” §=exclaimed Major 
al | igs “Why don’t you just get 
mmmlones by the other church, 
an Pthe road, now?" 
a Or, answered the = flight 
le gal antler. 7 
a Pile second sirafing pass, the 
F the | he path of shells cut across 
whl map of houses on the other 
| the road, 
feet) BW fine!” Major Billings said. 
Os mow xyboul geiting that 
planey down the road a bit?” He 
he DAG eerie to a tile-roofed house 
he of fod in a field about a hund- 
the pas (0 the west of one church, 
fot fire from the third 
reulig me miss—the final pass of the 
rune i directly across the house, 
‘re | eyeral large holes in its 


ared, . 
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“Right down the line 1 Major 
Billings said. “Thanks, boys. You 
did a real fine job. I'm going to 
give you ninety-per-cent Target 
Courage.” 

The Major was as good as his word. 
His Bomb Damage Assessment Report 
read as follows: “Two Permanent 
Military Structures Destroyed, ten 
Military Structures Destroyed, and five 
Damaged”, When Scheil queried whe- 
ther the houses and the churches could 
be considered us military structures, 
the Major simply shrugged, “Oh, that’s 
just what we call them. Search and 
destroy”. 

Search and destroy, clear and hold. 
Burn and strafe. Kill and maim. Lis- 
ten to this bit of conversation, depict- 
ing how the great U.S. army, the 
bearers Of the burden of civilisation 
and democracy, heroically fighting it 
OUL with totalitarian Communism, 
spat and kill the Vietcong: 

“We killed four V.C. this morn- 
ing, sir. We turned around and saw 
that these guys were following us. 
They saw that we had spotted them, 
amd we fired, and they took evasive 
action. We got all four of them, 
though. They didn’t have weapons, 
but ‘they were wearing the short 
V.C-type black pajaina uniforms, 
and they were definitely of military 
age. No question about that, sir.” 
No question about that, sir. All you 

have to do is be a Vietnamese of the 
right age and wear your national 
apparel, and you will be shot dead in 
your own country by the invading 
marauders. This is the only way the 
War can be won for democracy. Jona- 
than Schell describes, more in sorrow 
than in anger, the toll in terms of 
moral feeling this type of policy of 
insensate killing has taken: the Ameri- 
can ipilots are obsessed by the ide: 
of unloading their bombs and opening 
up their guns. So much so that, on a 
particular mission, thirty or forty 
water buffaloes grazing in a rice field 
tarpel, and 


became the all-absorbing 
salvo after salvo pound out explosive 


shells. No doubt, at the end of the 
day, when the points chalked up were 
being counted, thirty-odd buffaloes 
helped swell the credit of the com- 
manding pilot: each of them was a 
suspected V.C. And so much the 
better for the point-count system if 






























some of the she-bulfaloes 
man. 

Dr. Spock has to be put away in 
prison. He is a criminal. He wanted 
to prevent young American men from 
going to Vietnam and be a part of 
such civilising, demecracy-saving mis- 
sions as described above. 

But look at the other side of all 
this. Dr Spock is an American citizen 
Nimself, ard has the nobility to bestir 
himself «aganist the  indescribably 
shumeful things American soldiers and 
airmen and marines are perpetrating 
ii Vietnam. Jonathan Schell is an 
American journalist, yet he dares to 
defy the security enibargo and write 
about the terror of the “search and 
destroy” missions, What about us? Our 
Government continues to be the 
Chairman of the Neutral Nations’ Su- 
pervisory Team in Vietnam. Not a 
squeak of protest has been allowed ta 
enmut from our representative on this 
team: we see no evil, hear no evil, 
speak no evil. For dear life 
We Stay neutral between humanity 
and bestiality. One day in the future, 
the Americans will perhaps travel 
through hell, but finally emerge, on 
paying the fullest price for all their 
sins, sombre m the afler-glow of the 
catharsis; but there will be no expia- 
lion Of the guilt of India, allegedly the 
land of the Buddha. 


Were preg- 




























































Theory And Practice Of Revolution 


HE question of revolutionary tac- 

tics necessary for the seizure of 
power must be subject to continuous 
reviluation in the face of changing 
historical und social conditions. Re- 
volutionary theory and ifs theorists 
have oot always been free from the 
tendency toward the ossification of 
ideas that have bad relevance for some 
time and some place, but whose appli- 
cation to new situations may be disas- 
trous. Our century has seen much re- 
volutignary practice, yet the analysis 
to be learned from this practice has 
been spotty and far fiom systematic. 
It is time lo make an allempt at dis- 
covering some general inferences from 
revolutionary experience, to gel some 
sense of the way that revolotionary 
power is built and maintained. 

The basic features of Marxist analy- 
sis remain rfelevant for the modern 
world, especially as witnessed by the 
startling successes of the elder and 
newer socialist countnés compared 
with the stagnation, waste and militar- 


ism oof the “advanced” capitalist 
regimes. These basic features involve 


the conception of society in class terms, 
the inevitability of crisis in the capital- 
ist world, and the essentially progres- 
sive niture of the Oppressed people as 
the only instruments of their own Jib- 
eration, ‘These theoretical constructs 
are ie stock-in-trade of the active 
Marxist byt they do not map out the 
concrete tactics which he facés in high- 
ly diversified contexts, since for Marx- 
ism, What is tre im theory must be 
truc If practice, the werking revolu- 
tionary is futed with very pressing 
political problems of doing the right 
thing at the right moment—to take 
power when it 1s possible and when. it 
is most.salutary for the broad masses 
of people. 

In tactical terms, much of ine- 
teenth century working-class political 
activity is controlled by the idea that 
the evilution of capitalism will slowly 
but inexorably lead to increasing pro- 
Ictarianization of society, increasing 
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struggle between the owning class and 
the oppressed class, and 4 growing 
consciousness in the working masses 
of their future role as masters of a 
néw society. The culmination of this 


process would be the overthrow 
by the workers of the capita- 
list s¥stem. Marxism  stpported 


the growth and strenuthening of bour- 
geois systems on the assumption that 
capitalism serves: the “progressive” 
role of ushering in the class which 
bears the seeds of tts own destruction, 
Working class strategy involved trade 
UnLON Organizavon, mass education ip 
Marist principles, and support for 
strikes as instruments of inumediate 
economic demand and long-range poli- 
tical education of the masses. There 
iS & Strong tendency in nineteenth cen- 
thry Marxism of what Lenin was later 
io brand as “spontaneity” in his own 
times. The proletarian insurrection 
to take power was considered mevyi+ 
table, not inimediately planned for, 
and the result of -a series of ‘small 
steps leading to the jromised Jand. 
Any. demand for immediate steps 10 
take power would be castigated at this 
lime aS amurchism or worse, The 
Paris Commune, the only proletarian 
accession to power in thé century, al- 
though strongly supported by Marx, 
Came aS 4 Sunprise to almost everyone, 
Compared to the present century, 
eurli¢y Marxism in its tactical concepts 
appears calm, serene and millennial. 
There is even.a highly benevolent. atti- 
tude toward other working class part- 
ies Which were considered to ultimately 
merge mto the relentless tide of pro- 
letarian history, The major. tactical 
goal of this era was to. heighten the 
awareness of the working class helped 
along by the objective contradictions 
in the capitalist system, The bourge- 
oBle itself is seen in less malevolent 
terms as a class which would fall like 
an overripe and rotten frit from. the 
tree of history. 
( Revolutionary theory is caught on 
the horns of a dilemma both sides of: 
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druma and significance with which 
armed strigele demands total com- 
mitment. There is somé sense in 
asking a revolutionary to define him- 
self! by putting his life on the line. 
Deébray’s recent work appears to under- 
stand this when he rejects the bour- 
goemmcanion of the military mactive 
urban communis! parties, But in 
overstressing the mobile guerilla band 
which keeps clear of the people be- 
couse contact with the guerillas will 
bring repression upon the people (as 
well as the potential betrayal of the 
guetillas) Debray demonstrates that 
he has not fully understood the mmpor- 
tunce of commitment of the people 
io what is, after all, their revolution. 

One other issue demonstrates the 
cetitrulity’ of armed struggle. Since 
oppression rests on yidlence, its only 
through violence that the people can 
be protected while the constructive 
aspects Of socialism can bear bmmediate 
and fruitful results, The concrete bene- 
hits of agrarian expropriation, com- 
munal labour, in field hospitals, 
munitions factories, and textile pro- 
diction, and the attack on illiteracy in 
the rebel army can come about only 
bécuuse an armed force has utisetr to 
defend the people as it reconstructs 
imal. Debray underplays these  tre- 
mendous udvantases by downgrading 
(he Importance of base areas as a re- 
volutionary strategy, Military stratezy 
bears fruit, if, and only if, it brmes 
about uiesemibryo of anew social exis- 
tence, (In this sense, one should not 
overestimate the generalizability of 
the Cuban experience where the mobile 
band took power because imperialism 
was caught off guard and where soctal- 
ist reconstriction had to take place 
after the taking of power Indeed 
some of the problems intrinsic to the 
present Cuban situation may be rooted 
in the somewhat special way in which 
ihe revolutionary government came 
fo power). The revolutionary ex- 
perience gained by the masses in al- 
tacking the regime that explotts them 
and in transforming the world before 
their own eyts muy be worth far more 
than painstaking education through ab- 
Stract sOciulist treatises and through 
strikes that lead nowhere (except to 
the buying off of the people). 





























The conelusions of this reappraisal 
of revolutionary history are important 


for successful revolutionary practice 
in Our own times. The first conelu- 
sion is One not commonly stated, peér- 
haps because it is so obvious. The 
long-range viability of evolutionary 
values, that is the success of the post- 
insurrectionary phase of the revolu- 
tion, is dependent on the way the re- 
yolution came to power in the first 
plate. The present revisionism of 
the Saviet Union, although probably 
nol explicable in these terms alone, 
is rooted in the tactics und organiza- 
tion of the ongital Bolshevik party of 
i917. The reliance wpon a profes- 
sional body of revolutionaries us the 
vatigoard of proletariun power is the 
sittzle preat Leninist contribution to 
the contemporary storéhouse of revo- 
lutionary principles, In other respects, 
too ‘strict adherence to Lenimist ex- 
perience fias major pitfalls for the 
post-insurrectionary stage Of develop- 
ment. Moreover, the separation of 
the Bolshevik party from the masses, 
iis growing commandism and privilege- 
seeking, is corinected to the fact thut 
power fell into the hands of a people 
not crystallized and galvanized by the 
chastening and self-sacrificing experi- 
ence of long-term revolutionary War. 
Strangely enough, the long Civil War 
alter the taking of power intensified 
this malintegration between the party 
and the people by strengthening rather 
than weakening the initial shortcom- 
nes of party organization. An adequate 
analysis of the reasons for the polin- 
cal weariness of the Soviet people after 
the Civil War has yet to be done, but 
the explunation In terms of the orga- 
nization und tactics of the Bolshevik 
party would certainly be a relevant 
place to start. 

fRevolinncars agitation without 
direct military involvement of the 
people undercuts the tremendous edu- 
cational benefits of armed struggle and 
subjects the masses to the deteriorat- 
ing effects of practices which lead to 
parliamentarianism and bhourgeoisifi- 
cation, |The whole history of the 
European labour movement bears ade- 
quate testimony to this danger, There- 
fore all those tactical positions which 
demand the slow traming of the musses 
for their future revolutionary tasks 
whether on the grounds that “this is 
what Marx or Lenin did” or that “the 
proletarian party must Support the 


bourgeois democratic revolution before 
ever conceiving of an armed uprising” 
aire based on outmoded concepts 
which become counter-revolutionary 
in consequence i? not in intent. 


Vanguard 7? 

Is it undue pessinnsm Or 15 it clear- 
sighted realism to say that, at the 
present time, the bulk of the organized 
working class im advanced capitalist 
countries is:more than minimally inte- 
grated into bourgeois national culture, 
and as such, hws become a class of 
litte or no revolutionary potential > 
The progressive forees in the United 
states, these most actively rejecting 
Amenean impertdlism and accepting 
revalutionary solutions to the world’s 
problems, include some students, 
some intellectuals, and a quite signi- 
vant body of Negroes, The blacks 
ure the major insurrectionary force in 
American society und yet their objec- 
tive class status is much closer to being 
unorganized, disemployed lumpen pro- 
letariat than ortanized, trade-inion 
workers. This is not to write off the 
working Chiss as a force which will 
most easily accept the new demands of 
a socialisé society, but it does. question 
whether it is now,or in the near future 
will be, the vanguard of the revolu- 
vionary struggle. 


If this picture of the working class 
in developed countries is p true one, 
then much that has been standard to 
revolutionary theory must be seen as 
instrumental in bringing about this 
stute of affairs. Although the forces 
which facilitated the greater exploita- 
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tion of the under-developed world and 
the feeding of the crumbs of capitalist 
profit-making to the working class are 
also extremely significant in explain- 
ing this, the failure of revolutionary 
taclics must be seen to play its part, 
[t is curious that we did, not learn our 
basic. lessons from the total collapse 
of the most organized, politically con- 
scious working class movement In 
modern history—ithe debacle of the 
German working class in the 1930's 
(the recent Indonesian experience is 
another dramatic example). Long- 
range education of an abstract nature, 
painstaking organizing for bread and 
butler unionism, and engagement in 
parliamentary politics can no longer 
be seen as productive tactics except 
in. very special and very clearly defin- 
ed) circumstances. Exactly what should 
be done in the working class of deve- 
Joped countries uf the present time 
iS Mol easy Lo answer, but what should 
mot be done appears clearly: bome 
out of the major ¢vents of our century. 


The present. formulation assumes 
that the locus of revolutionary action 
has shifted to the “Third World”. 
Although the general theoretical ex- 
planation of this shift is only now 
beginning to be made, we already have 
a great deal of successful revolutionary 
experience to justify this thesis. Both 
the quality of mass misery and the 
repression that sustains it: in the under- 
developed world have brought about 
conditions wherein armed  strug- 
gle has. been not only possible, but 
eminently successful. The struggle 
between bourgeois and proletariat has 
intensified just as predicted by the 
original Marxist exposition, but this 
Strugvic must now, be seen in global 
rather than naltonal terms, National 
liberauon wars have become more 
successiul, have become more hopeful 
for the future, the more they have 
defined themselves in these terms. In 
any ultimate sense, a revolutionary 
should fearlessly accept power when- 
ever the opportunity presents itself 
éven if that opportunity is not in ac- 
cord with the theory of the moment. 
It appears, however, that these oppor- 
tunities are increasingly being present- 
ed in a new context demanding tactics 
different from the earlier revolutionary 
tradition, 


The An 
‘* Extrem 


H. Rag 


EB APERTS 


munist movement m4 
left and extremust 


in Cow 
amd the lop Lina 


vi mn 


round ond say “didnt f 


on the latest split ini 


ratiks. bul to the (houg 


munists and their 


the lakhs of common té 
for them in the last toe 


tions, the news bonged 


and despair. 


It is this feeling i r 


by those 
debate ragifip 
im recent weeks 
niood 


wha — indulg 
TiS 
1 
of despair iit 


anger and many oldtim 
supporters are. heard 


the Communist in 
buried fathoms deep] 


hope of its revival fie G 


the leaders carry 


when. discontent oh 


ont 


the people and ey @ 


looking for a way oun 


It is against ihe ti 


the recent 
movement! 


split 


has tof 


CPM leadership stirteb 
of expulsions i Waist} 


ever the Goveniment 
on certain €PM. ¢ 


in that. State, ie top 
ec 10 the Press disowam 


Very soon, 


ec) 
pifsion” became The 


pon: Uttar Pradesh, 
mir, and now vom 


] 


Andhra. Expulsions 1] 
the last straw ond ti 


third Communist parn 


Nagi Reddy is the ‘mm 


An amazing, simile 


wl I 


L 


i 
a FZ 


sittiation: in 1964 sige 
took pliice and now He 
plirase “Chinese cecuyttal 
Tevisionisis and Gover 


against the Marxists 


both of them plus Wey 


the extremists, | 
Peking Radio bro 


AL i 


il wine 
p pa nm 












































Hig split was brought about 


An A) 


Temis 
iily difference 
ii joined in by Sundarayya. 
im thc 
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fats ehing for revolution 
B adeir basic support to Nax- 
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nate document presented at the spectral 
plenum called before the Burdwan 
meeting. [It was natural for Mr Nagi 
Reddy and his followers to have felt 
justified in their line of thinking when 
the overwhelming majority of Andhra 
comrades voted for it: However, he 
was in a hopeless mimority when he 
placed it at the all-India level. 

Believers of the alternate line have 
certain differences with him. They ag- 
ree with him on practically all aspects 
but doubt whether his line should be 
pushed through right down to the 
cadres, cutting across the party's dis- 
ciplinary barriers, inviting justrhable 
anger of the State CPM leadership, 
followed by warnings and, ultimately, 
expulsions. His fends ask: If he 
exhibits so much impatictice, what is 
the. guarantee that his followers would 
not turn equally impatient? Would aot 
Mr Nagi Reddy himself take at least a 
year to gather forces and give his line 
an organisational shape? By his ac- 
tions he has only justified the action of 
the CPM leaders in being equally 
invpatient and rushing to the extreme 
by expelling a stalwart like Nagi 
Reddy. 


Though there were ideological atid 
political questions on which both Mr 
Reddy and the leadersiip differed 
widely, the parting of ways came at 
the organisational fevel, \giving rise to 
a feeling that perhaps this could have 
been avoided had some restraint been 
exhibited. } 


Mr Nagi Reddy's proposals deserve 
some altention in this context. Ideolo- 
gical and political problems at a 
policy Jevel can be finally decided 
only at a Party Congress: Therefore, 
allow « full-throated discussion on 
both the lines before a decision is 
taken at the Party Congress. fn the 
meantime, withdraw the open party 
letter sent to cadres against himself 
and his followers, as also the disct- 
plinary action, 


But the CPM leadership which met 
in Calcutta recently seems to be more 
interested in cleansing the party rather 
than revitalising it with a militant line 
of thinking and action—the same 
thing which promoted them to break 
with the CPI. 


The Press 


Ditched By Moscove ? 
ClOMMEN'TATOR 


LL scoops ure not what ‘Evelyn 

Wangh would have his readers 
believe ; nor are they always, as has 
become the practice in India, delibe- 
rate leaks by Authority to a band of 
stlect. correspondents when such dis- 
closures suit the Government. Ever 
in this age When news 'is what official 
hand-outs Say, an alerl correspondent 
may occasionally carry off a scoop 
sufficienuly important ta turn his rivals 
sreen and flutter’: New Delhi's dove- 
cots. It is doubtful if the Govenment 
of India wanted the news of the Soviet 
Union's decision to supply arms to 
Pakistan to be broken on the eve of 
President Zakir Husain's trip to Mos- 
cow, Though not much of a believer 
in quiet diplomacy, the Government! 
would have liked to await the result 
of the President's remonstration with 
the Soviet leaders, suitably backed by 
sulky ‘protest notes on diplomatic 
level, But the plan has been upset by 
the Dethi correspondent of Hindusthan 
Standard, who not only reported the 
Soviet-Pakistan ~oms deal but also the 
jitiery reaction of the Government of 
India. Workme on an obvious. clue. 
he scored over the rest of New Delhi's 
reporting fraternity whi mst hive 
chsmussed the Prime Minister's sudden 
decison to curtail her proecramme at 
Chandrapura as too trivial to bother 
over on a Sunday afternoon. They 
ignored the clue and missed the hectic 
achivity in the capital of the two days 
that preceded the President's depar- 
ture for Moscow, The disclosure was 
followed by the familiar exercise 
among teporters of dop-biting<dog ; 
some Said it. was premature to ring 
the alarm bell, some claimed the stary 
had no foundation, while some others 
reported that the Soviet Union had 
agreed to supply only defensive wea- 
pons to Pakistan. But the ripples the 
disclasure raised immediately in the 
placid politics of New Delhi in the 
silly season, should have set at rest 
all doubts ahout its authenticity, After 
some initial hesitation the Prime 
Minister has corfirmed the news, but 
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the Government has oot yet. fully 
joined the petulant chorus, possibly 
because the President is still in the 
Soviet Union. It will surely not lag 
behind once the Presidett is back, 
forgetting that its foreign policy has 
been so shorn of manoeuvribility in 
the last few years that it can no longer 
hope to enjoy 4 monopoly of Sovict 
hounties and must learn to co-exist 
with Pakistan in the Soviet heart. 

The leader-writers: have not, how- 
ever, given their correspondents the 
benefit of the doubt and have proceed- 
ed to lay down what India should do 
in the face of Soviet “ditching”, Of 
course, very few have suggested the 
obyious that India should so fashion 
ils policy that its dependence on fore- 
ign arms for security decreases. The 
Times of India regards the reported 
deal as a sign of change in the Soviet 
palicy the rationale of which the 
Russians have so far avoided spelling 
out, The puper:says that in the past 
the Russians have fobbed off Indian 
inquiries with the vague assurance that 
they are not secking Pakistan’s friend- 
ship at the cost of their relations with 
this country. Thesé generalities will 
no longer suffice. The Soviet leaders 
will have to be far more candid if 
they wish to restore the old confidence 
between Moscow. and New Delhi. I 
is idle to pretend that this confidence 
is In no danger of being undermined. 
In the Indian view Pakistan has been 
China’s accomplice in undermining the 
stability of the region. In agreeing to 
provide arms to Rawalpindi Moscow 
has apparently chosen to ignore. this 
reahity as well-us the fact that Pakistan 
has no ground to fear India. This 
is a graye error of judgment. The 
worst of itis that so far as is known 
the Soviet leaders have done all this 
without even making sure that Pakistan 
is prepared to normalise its relations 
with India. They know that Pakistan 
has neither given up its aim of chang- 
ing the status of Kashmir, by force if 
necessary, nor abandoned its policy of 
secking the dismemberment of ithe 
tribal belt in north-eastern India in 
active collusion with China. In the 
absence of any firm commitment by 
the Ayub regime to respect the status 
qin, a policy of enforcing an arms 
balance in the sub-continent can only 
endanger its stability. 
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In the opmion of The HMindusran 
Times, India cannot but take a prove 
view Of this development. Pakistan 


acknowledges no other enemy except 


India: any atcretion to its. military 
strength, therefore, is designed only 
for use against India. The’ Soviet 
move is also disappointing becatse: it 
goes counter to the assumption {hat 
Moscow's arms supply policy ta South 
Asia was based.on the assessment that 
India’s size and diverse security proh- 
lems merited a limited increase in its 
military capability, but dhe same did 
not hold good for Pakistan. It con- 
trasts with the receptivity several 
Western countries have shown to New 
Delhi's representations agaiiist »~nns 
supplies to Pakistan. For Mescow to 
supply beth countries in the present 
circumstances is to encourage an arms 
race between them and lead to a fur- 
ther diversion of resources away from 
econonuc development. The lessen ito 
be Iearnt from this development js to 
realise that relations with other coun- 
tries are built'on mutual interest ; and 
not on recognition of the intrinsic me- 
fits of one country’s policies by ano- 
ther. Unfortunately, official spokes- 
men have given the impression that 
there is something special about Indo- 
soviet relations «and have angrily ‘re- 
jected sugeestions that Moscow's 
attitude to the sub-continent is liable 
to change. In the nomiediate future. 
India has no altemative but to counter 
and keep aheadiof Pakistan's efforts to 
increase its military strength. Bui 
this situation cannot be accepted as 
permanent. Neither country can 
afford a continuing increase in military 
expenditure. And, us events have 
shown, neither can depend on powerful 
friends to sustam them untonditionally. 
The fact is that continuing hostility 
and suspicion have made them! absurd- 
ly vulnerable to the geo-political de- 
siens of bigger powers and. the ‘inde- 
pendence of bot will be endangered 
mni¢css long-range policy is aimed at 
evolving some way of living together 
amicably. 


“Let Down” 

The Statesman thinks India has been 
“let down by Moscow’, The direct 
Russian contribution to the Pakistan 
military machine, in addition to the 
arms Pakistan gets frony the USA, 







other Western sources andi 
impinge on India's seouriiyy 
the political and psycholom 
cations of the Soviet deciiiil 
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would have freedoni fo wcquite arnis 
from whatever source we think is. best 
only if we had currency enough to pay 
lor them or had Special arrangements 
with Western sources, This would 
call for gearing our Jorein trade to 
carting the res@urces to meel all our 
defence needs or for forging new tes 
with the West, 

Refusing to be disenchanted with 
the Soviet Linton. FPatriot secks the 
reasons. for the “hysterical pose” 
affected by a section of the Press in 
the determination of the reactionary 
trend in our politics to exploit any 
development, in interna) affairs. or in 
the field of foreign policy, so as to 
harm the cause of democracy and 
socialism. This reactionary trend is 
a secret unmiled front made up of mono- 
polists and feudal vested interests, the 
section of the Press that tirelessly 
their ambitions and woes as 
national issues, groups in the bureau- 
cracy who are no more than bondsmen 
of foréien and Indian monopoly- 
capitalists and finally, individuals in 
the: Congress party and the Govern- 


ment, The presenti howls of those 
whe did not even whisper when Wash- 
ington replaced all Pakistan? military 
hardware damaged duriig the clash 
with Us, are more than proof (hat ther! 
altitude is ncthing more than 4 mis- 
chievous effort to embarrass and, if 
passible, threaten the Prime Minister 
and other members of her Govern- 
ment who show signs of determma- 
tion to pursile the radical path In ¢co- 
nomic affairs. The reactionaries 
whether in the Congress or ovltside 
know very Well that with its well- 
known conimitment to help im main- 
taining peace im Asia, Soviet arms. of 
decisive significance will never be 
given to a still doubrful quantity like 
Pakistan, If, in spite of such know- 
ledge, the American lobby and its ad- 
herents in the Congress and the “kept” 
Press dare initiate such propaganda, 
it is Only because the socialists ond 
radical democrats in the Congress do 
mot assert themselves and take the 
offensive in the matter of explaining 
economic ant foreign policies designed 
to achieve the objective of self-rehance, 
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Utpal Dutt’s Latest 


SL MLAN ICA 


Bi) iw ‘Black Power by the 
miei Novrocs has provoked 
Brumunists aid Lelust intel: 
Bo india and eisewhore to 
movement as “advertirist” 
Mm. in af atmosphere of} 
pein p propaganda, Mr Utpal 
P production, Martius/ter 
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Mund within the frame- 
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me ihe best spetaumens of 
Ee plays, My Dutt himself 
! Eecle Of the main character. 
Ue lawyer Uelending the 
Haywood, It is an 
f cin Him cross-exumin- 
fiers und tearing to shreds 
GibOO Cuxy. passionately ap- 
iho Process to the conscience 
a toiree the black people. 
fe meoriance is merniorable 
fea Wide gamut of historic 
oe enittional gestures, 
fF dinong ihe actors and 
fe particularly those who 
Bilie roles of witnesses for 


ais 


4 


) WES 
iP ; a 


Ti 0, 


BANERJEE 


lie proseculiod, A remarkable pano- 
rama oO} characters unrolis itself be- 
fore the audience, Mr Saniaresh 
Banerjee appears in the role af the 
judge, Callahan, who however could 
have been portrayed as a more dispas- 
sionale character, Satya Banerjee i the 
role of the lawyer for the prosecution, 
fom Night, is superb, The set by 
Mr Nirmal Guha Ray conjures up the 
aimesphere of the period and 
coultry and the teanh work is excelent, 

Particularly memoraoie is the use of 
Negro spirituals and folk sonys dunng 
ihe intervals which help to sustain the 
moud throughout the play. Although 
there is litde scope for creating magic 
by lighting on the stage (#5. 1m “Angar” 

“Kallol’) Lapas Sen makes his 
presence felt by the subule tauches, m 
keeping with tie mood of the play. 

the prelude and the 
the play is __ refreshingly 
lve from the crude propaganda 
onc 18 apt to associato with 
Little Theatre Growp productions. Hi 
is marked by # remarkable: sense of 
restraint and highlighted by cloquent 
suggestions, Ong will always remem- 
ber, for instance, that bitter and laco- 
nic comment of the sccused youth 
Haywood (acted by Mrinal Ghosh) 
“But | shall sever forgive,” at the 
end of the ‘second act, when the 
liberal Libovits advises his wile to Lor- 
oive the fanatic white popuwiation of 
Alabama who haye attacked her, Of 
the fast words Of Maywood when he 
is taken away by the guards; “They 
made a mislake. My accusers will 
di¢ before | die; When my people 
will ake up arms wid put them to 
death, | shall come back to life.” 

The entire, burden of the play indi- 
cates the fotility of the liberals’ strug- 
gla for justice im a tace-nidden society. 
Trials in stich a Society are always re- 
duced. to a farce. At the end of the 
court-room scene the audience is lett 
with the same sense of [rustration and 
despair shared by the Negro youth, 
After this ifs not too dificult fer one 
io understand why the younger black 
people of modem America are seek- 
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ing more militant ways to win their 
rohts, 

it is precisely for this reason—the 
obvious message of the court-room 
scernie—that the prelude and the finale 
sitike @ jarring note und seem 
récuindant. The play opens with 
a scene im a part of modem 
Detroit where advocates of Black Paw- 
er have created a “free territory” 
and are trying a white American sol- 
dier for his crimes in Viemnam. There 
is a long lecture on the need for armed 
retaliation against white supremacy. 
In justification, the adyocate for vio- 
lence tells his followers the story of 
the Alabama trial and with the flash- 
back the actual play begins. 

In the finale, we are brought back 
again to the scene of the prelude: 
Thete is again another lecture on the 
solidarity of the oppressed all over the 
world and the need for weapons— 
rillus, Or even any missile—to fight 
back. 

One wonders whether Mr) Duty had 
io add the prelude und the: finale— 
they were not in the first version of the 
play when it was published in a Ben- 
eali theatre magazine some months 
ago—to play to the gallery. Both 
the scenes are so out of tune with the 
main play that it seems that Mr Dutt 
wanted to provide some sop to the re- 
vOlutionary slogan-mongering senti- 
ments of a section of the audience. 

It is possible to understand to some 
extent his alifficulties, Fanatics do nol 
understand subtleties, The previous 
productions of the Little: Theatre 
Group, for all their technical brilliance, 
failed artistically, primarily because of 
their direct appeal through slogans 
and crude contents, to the fanaticism 
of the fashionable ultru-revolutionarjes 
of Calcutta. 


Valte Face 


sevahitionsy, "pose “which Me Dutt had 
fo stnke again and again to satisty 
fiis admirers, his volte face—his deal 
With the 20th Century Fox and the 
abiect surrender to the Government 
by signing a bond to get out of jail 

—Jamaged his image)’ In his present 
production he is possibly fighting be- 
tween the desire to rehabilitate Ms 
revolutionary image and satisfy the 
artistic needs of dramaturgy, 
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"PoE strike of the cinema-house 
~ WOrkeps petered oul alter a hun- 
dyed glorious days of resolute fight. 
The much-hoped-tor unity if the ranks 
ol workers on the one’ hand and toil- 
ors In other wings of the trade on the 
other could never be effectively forg- 
ec. instomd there was complete disar- 
ray. The stoke ended without any 
ceriral atreement. The houseowners 
in miany cases forced employees to 
Sign Donds, to their disadvantage. 

True, the Government did net agree 
to) the [U-paise increase per ticket :as 
denvanded by the exhibitors. But its 
role was onc of callous passivity. Not 
only clicl it allow itself to be deprived 
of more than Rs, | crore in amusenient 
lax revenue lor the exhibitors’ intransi- 
gence, tis uller 1gnOrance of whal goes 
on in the industry and its complete 
collapse in the face of blackmail were 
Staggering, 

The progressive forces have not a 
Detter reterd cither to their . erecit. 
The trade unions and the United 
rent entered ihe scene at the fag 
emt somewhat halfheartedly and even 
iat. alter considerable prodding. Ap- 
parenuly, their evolutionary fervour 
fodnd @ more natural oulet in the 
scramble for Assembly seats and the 
sinking workers could well be left 
in the lurch. 

Now that the houses have started 
Opening the scefie is gettting curjoser 
‘imd curieser. The much-vaunted 
Sungrakshan Sanity, the self-appoint- 
ed cotene, found itself forsaken by 
the exhibitors. The Samity’s game is 
by now clear, When the strike was 
On, It refused (o Nave any truck with 
the workers. It blacklisted some 
actors, maligned the technicians and 
directors known for their progressive 
views: to please the powerlul exhibi- 
iors. in fact the coterie’s intention 
Was. to setile with the exhibitors, The 
strike did give them a lever: | Already 
he three-in-one aniong them. the pro- 
ducers, distributors and éxhibitors all 
a Ones, have deserted them now that 
nO Strike threat is lurking. The exhi- 
bilors reluse to ¢ecognise the Samity 
lor simple reasons. The EIMPA is 
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Stull there, representing all the three 
wings: But the Warring fiction of 
producers and distributors does. not 
leave the organisation. The exhibi- 
tors are taking advantage of the silus- 
tion. Meanwhile, the Sanity, reels off 
Statistics in newspaper ‘columns to 
prove their claim. The newspapers 
lost advertisement revenue during the 
strike: the claims and counter-claims 
some how make up for a part of their 
lost monty, 

The Samitywallahs have now raken 
to the street—a farce in which some 
actors have been cast. The filmgcers, 
raltier than poing inside the halls at 
a iprice, have the pleasure of secing 
the faded heroes in: their ‘novel roles. 
Some even pelted one of two questions, 
uncomiortable ones) The heroes had 
to beat a hasty retreat, 

The exhibitors now propose to dole 
Out chanty. The same people who 
refused to grant # paisa more to thei 
workers suddenly “feel called upon” 
to contribute “voluntarily” from next 
month 10° of DLN:R. collections to 
the State Government to enable the 
technicians and studio workers to make 
documentaries. They have become 
quality conscious 100, for they blanie 
the producers for the bad run of pic- 
tures which they have to: show “per- 
force”. The exhibitors further con- 
template havme their own cooperative 
to make films: ‘The Samitywallas are 
now getting tin the neck. 

The picture is pretty confusing. 
Much valuable time is been wasted 
which could have been effectively uti- 
lised if the call of unity of the workers 
was listened to and acted upon. The 
Government's inaction has created 
more problems, The industry's ail- 
ments are not only institutional, the 
unlimited greed and sordid goings-on 
seem fo defy any corrective measure. 
The self-seekers find -a convenient 
berth in films because of their money. 
If the gambie fails to pay off, they 
jettison them fo. find other alternatives. 

The strike and its aftermath point 
to one direction—the ‘regulation of 
the industry. The Government's in- 
lentions are not clear, Some reports 
and recommendations, of course, are 
trotted out. It is ime a new consolt- 
dation took place among the: workers, 
actors, technicians and the elements 
with a healthy awareness, 
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On Marx 


fronter should be congratil 
publishing the essay ‘On Mane 
rarely come across sutll 
thought Out and at the 
amply documented plese af 
dealing with contemporary Ga 
the soviplist movement, 

Basic policy statements by af 
munis! party always roquife wg 
sis Of The internationgl siquai 
far all these analyses, in thee 
at least, have usually been il 
and Gerivative. In the name 
guarding fraternal relations 
Communist parties all over ti 
many essentiil wed ufeemil 
haye been either ignored of i 
Particularly afler the Seeond 
War the entire socialist mayen 
undergone almost a qualitaiiveg 
Thus, true Marxists are fg 
task of clearing the Augem 
bles. The present conga 
mands a creative  ossimiil 
Marxian dialectic., Glinrpyes 9 
assimilation abound in the a 
Marx’, But this dialectical a 
would have bean adequate if it 
sis of the Indian situation 
incorporated in. il, ¥ 
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